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www.hebrewday.org 

May 6, 2016                              Parsha Acharei Mot 
28 Nisan 5776                                    Light Candles 7:16 pm  

Laughing Over Limericks! 

Did you know “There once was a boy named Tim, who never went to the 

gym..” Or “ there once was a man named Jake, who decided to bake a 

cake…” These are just 

two opening lines of the 

very clever limericks 

written by the second 

graders. They each 

composed a humorous 

five line poem with two 

separate rhyme 

schemes! Not an easy 

task! Stop outside the 

classroom to read them 

but be prepared to 

laugh!  
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 Calendar of Events 

Headmaster: Rabbi Simcha Weiser 

rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org 
 

Principal:  Rabbi Meir Cohen 

rabbicohen@hebrewday.org  
 

Director of School Administration:  

Estelle Workman 

eworkman@hebrewday.org 
 

Director of Admissions:  

Beth Licha 

blicha@hebrewday.org  

Dean of Students:  

Giovanna Reinking 

giovanna.reinking@hebrewday.org  
 

Preschool Director: Rachel Eden 

rachel.eden@hebrewday.org 
 

Business Manager: Klara Lapp 

klapp@hebrewday.org 
 

Director of Development:  

Joyce Arovas 

jarovas@hebrewday.org 

President: 

Geoffrey Berg 

 

Members at Large: 

Eilene Cummins  

Moises Eilemberg Iliana Glovinsky 

Allen Gruber  Gavin Horn 

Yonina Kaplan  Michael Leeman 

Philip Silverman Marilyn Williams 

Marcia Wollner  Missy Wrotslavsky 

Brian Zimmerman 

Our Administrative Team:            Board of Directors:       

      May       June 

May 9, 2016 
Rosh Chodesh Assembly 2:50 pm 
 
May 10, 2016 
4th grade Sacramento field trip 
 
May 12, 2016 
Yom Ha'Atzmaut 
 
May 13, 2016 
Middle School 20% Project 
Displays 12:30 pm 
 
May 16, 2016 
5th grade Sea World Overnight Trip 
Teacher Appreciation Week Begins 
 
May 17, 2016 
Teacher Appreciation Lunch 

May 18, 2016 
3rd grade Trip to Steam Museum 

 

May 19, 2016 
7th grade Hebrew Restaurant 2 pm 
8th grade V. Staff Kickball Game 4pm 
Annual Sports Banquet 5:30 pm 
 

May 20-25, 2016 
8th grade Finals 
 

May 23—June 1, 2016 
Scholastic Book Fair 
 
May 24, 2016 
4th Grade Siyam Beresheet 
 
May 26, 2016 
Lag B’Omer 
Color War 
 

May 29, 2016  
10 am 8th Grade Graduation  
 

May 30, 2016 
No School—Memorial Day 
8th Grade leaves for Israael 
 

June 1, 2016 
2nd Grade Fairy Tale Ball 8:30 am 
 

June 5, 2016  
53rd Annual Anniversary Gala 
 
 

For the most accurate and 
up to date calendar, please 
always refer to our website 
at www.hebrewday.org 
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http://www.hebrewday.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=106100&pageId=118774
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 Parshat  
OVERVIEW: Parshiot Achrei Mot  

Achrei Mot: (Lev. 16 – 18) G-d instructs the kohanim to exercise extreme care when they enter the Mishkan. On Yom 
Kippur, the kohen gadol is to approach the holiest part of the Mishkan after special preparations and wearing special 
clothing.  He brings offerings unique to Yom Kippur, including two identical goats that are designated by lottery. One 
is "for G-d" and is offered in the Temple, while the other is "for Azazel" in the desert. The Torah states 
the individual's obligations on Yom Kippur: On the 10th day of the seventh month, one must afflict oneself. We 
abstain from eating and drinking, anointing, wearing leather footwear, washing, and marital relations.  Consumption 
of blood is prohibited. The blood of slaughtered birds and undomesticated beasts must be covered. The people are 
warned against engaging in the wicked practices that were common in Egypt. Incest is defined and prohibited. 
Marital relations are forbidden during a woman's monthly cycle. Homosexual relations, bestiality and child sacrifice 
are prohibited.  (C) 2016 Ohr Somayach International 

DRASHA:   The Torah has already described the tragedy of 
the family of Aaron, when his two sons, Nadav and Avihu, 
died while performing incense burning on the day of the 
dedication of the Mishkan/Tabernacle. So, why does the 
Torah return to the subject and mention it again in this 
week’s Torah reading? The commentators over the ages, 
from the time of the Talmud onwards, have derived many 
explanations, laws and moral ideas from the repetition of 
this incident here in this parsha. 
  
Since the Torah is limitless, eternal and speaks to all 
generations, I take the liberty of suggesting another idea to 
help us understand the depths of the Torah’s sensitivity to 
the human psyche and condition. 
  
In a subtle but important way the Torah emphasizes that 
from now on everything that Aaron and his sons will do in 
the service of G-d and Israel, inside the holy Mishkan/
Tabernacle or outside of it, will always be influenced by the 
tragedy they witnessed and experienced on the day their 
sons and brothers died. Moshe’s comment that Nadav and 
Avihu were holy and sanctified people, close to G-d, so to 
speak, only amplifies the tragedy and makes it more difficult 
to comprehend and rationalize. 
  
For the rest of their lives, Aaron, his surviving family and the 
entire Jewish nation will be haunted by this tragic event. It 
will hover over every occurrence that will befall them, 
personally or nationally, for all time. Everything will now be 
encapsulated in the time frame of “after the death of the 
two sons of Aaron.” And this idea is implicit in the message 
of the Torah to us this week. 
  
 

This week we marked Holocaust Remembrance Day. The 
inexplicable iniquity of this tragedy haunts the Jewish 
people today, even seven decades after the fact. It seems 
that every accomplishment and shortcoming in Jewish life 
generally, and regarding the State of Israel particularly, is 
Holocaust driven. Everything is seen as being holy 
vengeance or justified retribution, as “remember and do not 
forget,” or “never again!” 
  
There is no event that takes place in Jewish life today that 
does not have Holocaust overtones. We are always “achrei 
mot” - after the tragedy that brooks no explanation and 
constantly challenges our faith on one hand and our 
rationality on the other. It is as though the formal 
commemorations of Holocaust Remembrance Day are not 
that special and unique, hard as we try to make them so, 
because every day and every occurrence now is still just 
another form of that memorial. 
  
Naturally, the formal commemorations of Holocaust 
Remembrance Day invoke again the emotional connection 
to this enormous national tragedy. That is why such a 
national day of mourning is justified and necessary. And this 
only enhances our realization that we are all living in the 
time of “achrei mot.” And this explains a great deal of the 
mood and behavior of the Jewish people in our time. 
Shabbat shalom. Rabbi Berel Wein  (C)2016 



4 

 

Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School                Kolenu                                May 6, 2016 - 28 Nisan 5776 

 The Soille Scene 

This week in Mr. Bessler's science class, the students learned about earthquakes. The class discussed the 

importance of engineering buildings in high risk areas that can withstand an earthquake. The students 

understood the importance of this in California, and were given the task of building a structure out of 

toothpicks and marshmallows. The structure had to be a minimum of one foot tall. These structures were 

then placed on a shake table to simulate what happens during an earthquake. Students observed what was 

happening during the "earthquake" and what the structures looked like afterwards. Some of the buildings 

were left intact! Thank you to Dr. Adrian Krag from CIJE for creating a shake table using a 3D printer.  

We are very proud of Naomi Maisel - HDS Class of 2008 and Alumni 

of the Year for 2015 – who has been honored by Emory University 

with the $25,000 McMullan Award for her devotion to community 

and to addressing hunger.   

Please read all about it here:  

http://news.emory.edu/stories/2016/04/

er_commencement_mcmullan_award/campus.html 

http://news.emory.edu/stories/2016/04/er_commencement_mcmullan_award/campus.html
http://news.emory.edu/stories/2016/04/er_commencement_mcmullan_award/campus.html
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 The Soille Scene 

In Algebra class students created scenarios that could be modeled using linear equations.  Scenarios includ-

ed sales at a puppy store, building Lego towers, sales at a Pizza shops, savings in bank accounts, and watch-

ing TV show episodes.  After presenting their work they rotated through the class answering questions 

about each others' projects.   

Recalling May 13, 1993 
You may not remember where you were on May 13, 1993, but as you can 
see in this photo, Rabbi Weiser, as Headmaster, Elaine Lepow (then 
Principal of HDS), and Michael Mantell (then Board President) were at the 
White House, waiting to meet with President Bill Clinton and Secretary of 
Education Richard Riley.  Soille Hebrew Day School was one of 42 private 
schools across America designated as a ‘Blue Ribbon School of Excellence.’   

. 

Secretary Riley wrote: “you are in the vanguard of new initiative.  Through 
your vision, determination, and hard work you have created a school in 
which all students are challenged to higher levels of academic achievement 
and responsible behavior.” 

 

Thankfully, this is still true today.  For confirmation we have the award, 
this past week, to HDS Alum of the Year 2015 Naomi Maisel was awarded 
the McMullan Prize for caring and her leadership at Emory University.  
Thankfully, what was true in 1993 is more true today, and our student 
remain the beneficiaries.   
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 53rd Anniversary Gala 

Hebrew Day Gala—Sunday, June 5th 
Invitations are in the mail!  If you did not receive your 
invitation to the upcoming Gala, please contact Joyce 
Arovas, jarovas@hebrewday.org. 
 
We are very excited about the Hebrew Day Gala which will be held on Sunday, 
June 5, 2016 at the Sheraton San Diego Hotel and Marina.  Our honoree, Mr. 
Selwyn Isakow, embodies the event’s theme of “Celebrating Community”.  Mr. 
Isakow wrote, “Soille Hebrew Day School caters to all San Diego families of 
whatever denomination, with an emphasis on excellence in secular studies 
within a framework of a thorough education in Jewish values and Torah. The 
school is headed by Rabbi Simcha Weiser, a wise and highly respected educator 
and community leader. I am assisting in our rejuvenation through Soille 
Hebrew Day because I understand the importance of education in sustaining 
our own Jewish community and, indeed the continuity of our wonderful 
heritage.“ 
 
Join Hebrew Day on Sunday, June 5th as we ‘Celebrate Community’.  Contact 
Joyce Arovas, jarovas@hebrewday.org for reservations. 
 

Tribute Messages due May 15th 
Send in your tribute message to be included in the Tribute Journal.  Deadline is May 15th.  This is your opportunity 
to thank the school, your child’s teachers, the honoree, your family.  Send your message to: klapp@hebrewday.org.   
 
For Gala Reservations, Tribute Journal and Donations, go to:  http://www.hebrewday.org/cms/one.aspx?
pageId=8502835 

 
Silk Art Sneak Peek! 
The ever-popular silk 
paintings are almost 
finished!  Here is a sneak 
peek of some of the 
amazing artwork from our 
own students! 
 
 
 

Auction 
Here is a Sneak Peak at some of our Auction items: Six Flag Magic Mountain Tickets, Dyson Vacuum Cleaner, 
Disneyland tickets for 4, Golddiggers Purse, tickets to two Padres Game, week of tennis camp, Hagafen Wine Tour 
with wine tasting for six, 32” TV, 8-week Art Lessons, week of preschool camp, freshwater pearl necklace and 
matching bracelet. 
More exciting packages to come! 
 
Do you patronize a business that would donate a basket to our Auction?  Contact Estelle Workman, 
eworkman@hebrewday.org for Auction information. 

 

Soille San Diego Hebrew Day 
School 
53rd Anniversary Gala 

mailto:jarovas@hebrewday.org
mailto:klapp@hebrewday.org
http://www.hebrewday.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=8502835
http://www.hebrewday.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=8502835
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 Pre-
Welcome back, everyone!  

 

What a wonderful week back as we prepare for Mother’s 
Day with discussions, readings, play, and projects all 
about family! Some classes learned about their family 
tree while others built their homes with popsicle sticks! 
Moms were invited for tea and a show with their little 

ones in honor of their special day. 

 

Beginning the second day of Pesach, we began our count 
of the Omer, the 49 days between Pesach and Shavuot. 

Children are learning about working on treating one 
another with loving kindness during this period.        

 

This week’s Torah portion, Acharei Mot, discusses the 
important rules regarding the Beit Hamikdash. 

Specifically, the what and who is allowed to enter the 
where and how! One goal for all these rules is so that we 
understand how important, holy, and special our precious 

Beit Hamikdash is. 
 

Next week, we have so much in store as we bring in a 
new Jewish month of Iyar and celebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut. 
Please let me know if you would consider co-sponsoring 

this month’s lunch. 
 

Shabbat Shalom! 
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 Community News 
Mazal Tov to… 

…Zina (HDS Class of 1996) and Dmitriy Lvovskiy on the birth of their daughter, Lily Annabel, and to big brother 

Roman in the Preschool Ladybugs class and big brother Mark!  

...Lilian Liebman (HDS Class of 2013 / Torah High Class of 2017) on being awarded first place in the Kleinman 

Holocaust Education Center Visual Arts and Literary Contest. She based her writing on the diary of Chaim Yitzchok 

Wolgelernter, a Torah scholar, businessman, and young father of two children, written from 1942 to 1944.  

...2015 HDS Alum of the Year Naomi Maisel on winning the prestigious McMullan Award upon her graduation from 

Emory University in Atlanta.  Naomi is described as a person who "really stands out is realizing that leadership is 

linking arms with others and nurturing their passions.  

Condolences to… 

...Janet Klein, and her children Jake (HDS Class of 2000)  and Becky (HDS Class of 1998) on the passing of their 

mother and grandmother in Mexico.  

Making Husky History 

Girls sports teams are making Husky 

History! The Girls Basketball Team will be 

going to the playoffs for the first time 

on Tuesday, May 10th at Alliant 

University.  They are teamed up against the 

first place team in the league, San Diego 

French American School.  The girls have 

been working hard to prepare to play hard 

and win.  We would appreciate your support 

and hope to see you all there as we fight for 

the trophy!  

Community Events: 

SCY HIGH Yom Ha’Atzmaut Evening Prayer: Wednesday, May 11, 2016 6:45 pm - See flyer at the 

end of the Kolenu 

Beth Jacob Presents Rebbetzin Tziporah Heller: Thursday May 12, 2016 8:00 pm - See flyer at the 

end of the Kolenu 





 

"The more that you read, the more things you will know.  
The more things that you learn, the more places you'll go." 

                                                                                   -Dr. Seuss 
 

Don’t miss our Summer Reading Book Fair  
 

May 23rd – June 1st, 2016 

7:30 am – 4pm daily 

FRONT RECEPTION AREA AT SOILLE HEBREW DAY 

 

Summer is a time to rest, relax and gain perspective. Summer is a time to 

come off of the hectic schedule and to spend some quality family time 

together. Yet, it is important that learning continue during this school break to 

ensure that skills are practiced and retained. Most important for all students is 

to read regularly over the summer. At SSDHDS we require summer reading 

for incoming third through eighth graders. The following is the required reading 

for the summer. Read the books on the list for the grade that you will be in 

starting in August. All books are required reading unless otherwise noted. 

 
3rd Grade: The Boxcar Children: Book 1 by Gertrude Chandler Warner 

 

4th Grade: Poppy by Avi & Danny, Champion of the World by Roald Dahl 

 

5th Grade: The Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks & The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 

*Optional - Tiger Rising by Kate DiCamillo 

 

6th Grade: Tangerine by Edward Bloor & Crash by Jerry Spinelli 

 

7th Grade: A Break with Charity by Anne Rinaldi & Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 

 

8th Grade: A Wrinkle in Time by Madelin Lengle & Turn About by Margeret Peterson Haddox 

 

All of these titles plus some fun, recreational, summer reading books will  

be available at this special summer reading book fair. 
 

© 2013 Scholastic Inc. 10921 • 131335  Permission to reproduce this item is granted by Scholastic Books Fairs®.  
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Featured Speaker

Rabbi Menachem Leibtag

Israel Celebrates 68 Years
Join us for an inspiring
Yom HaAtzmaut Evening Prayer
Come celebrate with us in our newly renovated campus and see for yourself 
what you, the San Diego Jewish Community, have helped us accomplish!

Service to include:
Mincha
Yizkor In Honor of Fallen Israeli Soldiers
Dvar Torah
Special Tehilim
 Ma'ariv
Hatikvah
Hallel and special additions
Tekiat Shofar

Light refreshments will be served
Hope to see you there!

There is no charge for this community event
Donations are appreciated.
For details please contact the SCY High Office:
858.560.1818

Wednesday, May 11, 2016
Begins 6:45pm
3410 Mt. Acadia Blvd.
San Diego, CA 92111

Featured Speaker

Rabbi Menachem Leibtag
Rabbi Menachem Leibtag, an internationally 
acclaimed Bible scholar and pioneer of Jewish 
Education on the internet, is well known in the 
Jewish community for his essays on the weekly 
Torah portion. His vibrant thematic-analytical 
approach blends the methods of modern academic 
scholarship with traditional Jewish approaches to 
the Biblical text. 

In Israel, Rabbi Leibtag teaches at Yeshivat Har 
Etzion, Yeshivat Shaalavim, Midreshet Lindenbaum, 
and at Yeshiva University's Gruss Center.
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